BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON

sion of fibres, than the contrary. Mr Hanway wrote an angry
answer to Johnson's review of his Essay on Tea, and Johnson,
after a full and deliberate pause, made a reply to it; the only
instance, I believe, in the whole course of his life, when he
condescended to oppose any thing that was written against
him.

He this year resumed his scheme of giving an edition of
Shakspeare with notes. He issued Proposals of considerable
length, in which he shewed that he perfectly well knew what
a variety of research such an undertaking required; but his
indolence prevented him from pursuing it with that diligence
which alone can collect those scattered facts that genius,
however acute, penetrating, and luminous, cannot discover
by its own force. It is remarkable, that at this time his fancied
activity was for the moment so vigorous, that he promised
his work should be published before Christmas, 1757. Yet
nine years elapsed before it saw the light.

1757 : ;ETAT. 48.] - In 1757 it does not appear that he pub-
lished any thing, except some of those articles in The Literary
Magazine, which have been mentioned.
Dr [Charles] Burney has kindly favoured me with the fol-
lowing memorandum, which I take the liberty to insert in his
own genuine easy style. I love to exhibit sketches of my
illustrious friend by various eminent hands.
'Soon after this, Mr Burney, during a visit to the capital,
had an interview with him in Gough-square, where he dined
and drank tea with him, and was introduced to the acquaint-
ance of Mrs Williams. After dinner, Mr Johnson proposed
to Mr Burney to go up with him into his garret, which be-
ing accepted, he there found about five or six Greek folios,
a deal writing-desk, and a chair and a half. Johnson giving
to his guest the entire seat, tottered himself on one with only
three legs and one arm. Here he shewed him some volumes
of his Shakspeare already printed, to prove that he was in
earnest. Upon Mr Burney's opening the first volume, at the
Merchant of Venice, he observed to him, that he seemed to
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